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PREFATORY NOTE 



THE book, small in size but rich in contents, which is 
herewith placed before the public, has been written by a 
prisoner of war (luring his captivity at Ahmeclnagar, 
though some of the materials on which it is based had, 
•fortunately, been collected by him before the War broke 
out. Only three of the Samhitii MSS. of the Adyar 
Library, namely those of 110 s. 8, 70 and 1.95 of the 
synopsis on pp. 6 fib, which wore acquired recently, have 
remained entirely unknown to Dr. Schrader. 

The burden of seeing the work through the 
press has fallen on the undersigned who, though 
having done all in his power to acquit himself hon- 
ourably of his task, is fully aware of its difficulties 
and of the inadequacy of his knowledge of Sanskrit 
to cope with those with complete success. It was 
impossible under such circumstances to produce 
an absolutely faultless work; still, a glance at the 
list of Additions and Corrections will show that 
the purely typographical errors found by the Author in 
the printed sheets are of a trifling nature. Two 
omissions in the MS., however, have caused a few words 
of importance to fall out which must be restored at once. 
These omissions are given in the Errata for p. 16, 1. 12 
from bottom, p. 32 1. 6 from bottom, and p. 42 1. 10. The 
reader should also correct immediately the erratum 
for p. 24. 

The Author has undoubtedly doubled the value of his 
monograph by adding to it copious Indexes and a detail- 
ed synopsis of the contents. Together they render the 
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whole of the subject-matter of the book in all its 
categories instantaneously available for reference. Thus 
the work may preliminarily serve as a concise but encyclo- 
paedic reference book on the Paficarntra, until it 
shall be superseded by subsequent more exhaustive 
publications. The Numeral Index contains some items 
not found elsewhere in the book. 

A personal word in conclusion. The publication 
of this little work coincides with the severance of the 
connection with the Adyar Library — though for wholly 
different reasons — of both Dr. Schrader and myself, 
I may be permitted to express here my great satisfaction ' 
at having had the privilege of watching over the 
booklet on its way through the press, a last service 
rendered to the Adyar Library in close and pleasant 
co-operation with Dr. Schrader, which puts a term to 
a period of over seven years’ daily collaboration with the 
same aims, in the same spirit and in complete harmony, 
for the same object. 

May Dr. Schrader’s last official work performed for 
the Library enhance the renown of that Institution, 
and may it be judged to constitute a fit conclusion to 
his eleven years’ tenure of office as Director of the 
Adyar Library. 

The publication of this book also, as that of the 
two volumes of the text edition of Ahirbudhnya 
Samhita, has been greatly facilitated by the courtesy of 
the military censors at Ahmednagar, to whom our sincere 
thanks are due. 

Adyar, JOHAN VAN MAN JEN, 

August 1916. Assistant Director , Atkjar Library . 
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INTRODUCTION 

TO THE PANCARATRA AND THE 
AHIRBUDHNYA SAMHITA 

INTRODUCTORY REMARK 

The publication of the Ahirbudhnya Samhita, by the 
Adyar Library l , has been undertaken with a view to 
starting investigations in a branch of Sanskrit literature 
which was once cultivated in countries as far distant 
from each other as Kas'mlr, Orissa and Mysore, but is 
now practically extinct except in a very few places of 
Southern India where considerable remnants of it are 
still being preserved and partly even studied. Some 
scanty information about it has, indeed, reached the 
West, and a few of the S a m h i t a s o f the Pafica- 
rfitr as have been published ; still, when asked about the 
latter, most orientalists will even now be likely to 
confess that they have so far seen only the “ Narada 
Pancaratra ”, “ a Tantric work of little if any value ” 2 , 
while, as to the philosophy of the Pahcaratra, 
the theory of the Avataras in its common Vaisnavite 
form and a very elementary conception of the doctrine of 
the Vyiihas (derived from the commentaries on Brahma 
Sutra II, 2, 42) will be found to be all that is known. 
An attempt will be made in the following pages to 
provide the future student of this unexplored field with 
a provisional foundation. 

1 Two volumes, Aclyar Library, Aclyar, Madras, S., 1916. 

5 Au-dessous du mediocre, is the final judgment of the Rev. A. 
Roussel’s Jjhude du Pancaratra , Melanges de Harlez, p. 265. 



I. THE LITERATURE OF THE PMCARATRAS 



The literature of the Pancaratras, like other 
sectarian literatures, falls into two broad divisions 
comprising respectively works of inspired or divine origin 
and such as are of human authorship. The latter class, 
entirely dependent on the former, consists chiefly of what 
are called vidhi and prayoga : digests, commentaries, 
extracts and studies on special subjects, and the like. 
The former class, with which alone we are here concerned, 
consists of the Samhitas or “ compositions ” (compendia), 
that is, metrical works dealing, in so many chapters 
(adhydya, patala ), with a number of topics, if not the 
whole, of the Paflcaratra system. The name Samhita, as 
is well known, is also applied to the Law-books (“ Manu 
Samhita ”, etc.) and need not, therefore, indicate any 
intention to imitate or replace the Vedic Samhitas, which 
are compilations of a very different character. Instead 
of Samhita the name Tantra is often used, evidently in 
exactly the same sense, and both these words, as also 
the word Kancla,* are also applied to each of the main 
topics of a philosophical or religious system. For instance, 
in the twelfth chapter of Ahirbudhnya Samhita we read 
of the Bhagavat Samhita, Karma Samhita, Vidya 
Samhita, and seven other Samhitas, and equally of the 
Pati Tantra, Pas'u Tantra, Pas'a Tantra, etc., constituting 
respectively the Sattvata and the Pas'upata systems. 

It is a strange misfortune that of all the works bearing 
the name of the Paficaratra (Pancaratra ) 1 exactly the one 

. ^ s 7 stem and its followers are usually called Pdncara- 

but tor the system the name Pancaratra and for its followers 
Jrancaratnn (Pancar atnka) are also used. 
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Samhita called Jhanamrtasara or Naradlya was destined 
to survive in Northern India in order to be published by 
the Asiatic Society of Bengal under the name of 
“ Narad a Panoaratra For it was taken for granted 
afterwards that this production, the late origin and 
apocryphal character of which has now been exposed by 
Sir E. G. Bhandarkar l , and which in the South of India 
has ever since been rejected as spurious, was a faithful re- 
flection of the real Paficaratra; and thus it happened 
that an altogether wrong impression of the latter obtain- 
ed until quite recently both in Europe and, with the 
exception of the small Yaisnavite circle mentioned above, 
even in India. 

It was also unknown, until recently, that other 
Samhifcas are extant, and even Sir E. G. Bhandarkar, 
in his article on “The Pahcaratra or Bhagavata 
system” published in 1.913 a , still speaks of only 
the Sattvata Samhita being available (besides the 
spurious N a rad a P.), thus ignoring the paper on “the 
Paficaratras or Bhagavat-S'astra ”, by A. Govindacarya 
Svamin, published in 1911 in the Journal of the Eoyal 
Asiatic Society of Great Britain and Ireland. 3 

To obtain a general view, however imperfect, of the 
material to be taken into account, is evidently the first 
thing required of anyone approaching an unknown 
literature. Now, in the case of the Pahcaratra, tradition 
mentions one hundred and eight Samhitas, and in a few 
texts about this number are actually enumerated. Such 
lists, coquetting with the sacred number 108, are, of course, 
open to suspicion. The fact, however, that none of the 

I Encyclopedia of Indo- Aryan liesearch III, 6, p. 40-41. 

II Loo. cit., pp, 38 — 41. 

!l Which also mentions, on p. 956, our edition of Ahirbudhnya 
Samhita (then in the press). 



available lists of Samhitas, including those which protend 
to give 108 names, actually conforms to this number but 
all of them enumerate either more names or less, is one 
thing telling in their favour ; and when, as is the case, 
it can further be shown that a respectable number of 
the texts enumerated are still available, while not a few 
of the others are found to be quoted or summarised in 
the later literature, and that a number of Sainhitas which 
are not included in any of the lists, are either extant or 
quoted — then the value of the latter can no longer 
be denied. We have, consequently, collated those 
lists, four in all, and with them a fifth list found 
in the Agni Purana, and as a result offer tho 
following table in which all the names occurring in the 
lists have been arranged in alphabetical order. Tho 
figures added to the right of the names indicate the 
place each Samhita occupies in tho said lists : this, as 
will be seen, is of some importance for determining the 
mutual relation of the lists, etc. Tho following abbrevia- 
tions are used (in addition to K., P., V., PL, A. referring 
to the lists themselves) : 

p. = published [and preserved in MS.]. 

1. = not published but preserved in MS. in a 

public library [and privately]. 
v. = neither published nor in any public library, 
but known to be preserved privately, in 
some village, etc. 

t (Dagger before name) = quoted in some work of 
the post-Saiphitii literature. 

A.L. = Adyar Library. 

M.G.L. = Madras Government Oriental, MSS. Library. 
P.B. = Vedantaderika’s Vtiwm'atmrakyti, edition, 
Vyaharatarafigini Press, Madras, 1888. 



